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CHAIN OF CUSTODY
OVERVIEW

Ensuring Integrity. Protecting Results. Supporting Compliance.

COMPLIANCE
RESOURCE
SERIES

SPECIMEN COLLECTION SERVICES

Guiding You to Accurate Results

The Chain of Custody (COC) process is a documented, unbroken trail
that verifies the identity of the specimen from the time of collection
until the final laboratory analysis.

THE CHAIN OF CUSTODY PROCESS

(4] 9 0

2 3 & 8 (9

\ &5
> -P - ) |- .; m -» )
© 7 & ,” B "’ /
> b = _.‘/
IDENTIFY COLLECTION SEAL & DOCUMENT SECURE RELINQUISH TRANSPORT  LABORATORY ANALYSIS
& VERIFY SECURE & INITIAL TRANSFER & RECEIVE RECEIPT & REPORTING
Specimen is Specimen is
Collector verifies collected in Specimen bottles All required Specimens and Each transfer transported to Laboratory Laboratory
the donor's accordance with  are sealed, labeled, information is COC form are is documented the laboratory receives and analyzes the
identity using applicable and initialed by completed on the placed in a with printed under secure inspects the specimen and
government-issued  regulations and the donor and Chain of Custady secure bag with name, signature, conditions. specimen and issues the
photo ID. standard collector. form and initialed tamper-evident date, and time, COC for accuracy results.
procedures. by the donor and seal. and integrity.
collectar.
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v Protects specimen integrit
WHY CHAIN OF CUSTODY MATTERS i g
+ Ensures regulatory compliance
A proper Chain .of Custody e‘nsq.llrl.as the specimen has not been tarnpered with, substituted, or compromised. v Supports accurate results
It protects the rights of the individual tested and supports the validity of the test results. Y Brotides lagal defencibilley

WHO MAY HANDLE THE SPECIMEN? KEY REQUIREMENTS A BREAK IN THE CHAIN
C

Examples include:

Collector
Collects and relinquishes the specimen.

Courier / Agent
Transports and transfers the specimen.

A break in the Chain of Custody |
may call the validity of the test
results into question.

Use tamper-evident seals
Document every transfer

Include date and time for each step
+ Missing signatures or dates

Use printed names and signatures « Unsealed or damaged containers

Keep the COC form with the specimen

* Unauthorized handling
= Incomplete documentation

Laboratory Personnel
Receives and analyzes the specimen.

at all times
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Only authorized individuals may handle Report any breaks or discrepancies representative and the testing laboratory

the specimen at each step. immediately

If a break occurs, notify your employer ‘
immediately.
I

IMPORTANT REMINDER

The integrity of the test results depends on
EVERY STEP of the Chain of Custody.

Follow your company policy and all

} : : : ) | applicable DOT, federal, state, and local ‘
+ Report any discrepancies or issues immediately. | regulations at all times.

* Review the COC form for completeness before leaving the collection site.
] + Keep specimens in a secure, temperature-controlled environment.
+ Maintain possession or control of the specimen at all times.

» Transport directly to the laboratory or authorized drop-off location.

BEACON CAN HELP
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Mobile On-Site DOT & Non-DOT Breath Alcohol Hair Follicle Professional Chain of Custody Reliable Lab |
Collections Drug Testing Testing Testing Collectors Documentation Partnerships

PROFESSIONAL.
LOCAL.
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S (256) 800-5033
B (256) 800-5045

B info@beaconspecimen.com

@ www.beaconspecimen.com




